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OSCAR WILDE SPEAKS OUT IN PARIS!
FosterShep Productions and The Production Company proudly announce the return of Victorian England’s most scandalous literati with noted author John Gay’s magnificent rendering of one of Oscar Wilde’s last speaking engagements, Diversions and Delights, set to open March 2nd at The Complex – Hollywood for a limited engagement.

Recipient of a Writers Guild Laurel Award, four Writers Guild Award Nominations, an Academy Award nomination for Best Screenplay for Separate Tables, an Emmy Award nomination and many others, Diversions and Delights playwright John Gay’s credits include theatre productions of Christofe and Summer Voices, screenplays for Run Silent, Run Deep starring Clark Gable and Burt Lancaster, Sometimes a Great Notion starring Paul Newman and Henry Fonda, No Way to Treat a Lady starring Rod Steiger and Lee Remick, and adaptations of classics for television including Les Miserables and A Tale of Two Cities.  Diversions began its life at ACT in San Francisco starring Vincent Price before touring the country on the way to its Broadway debut in the late 1970’s.
This important work will be directed by August Vivirito who recently brought Los Angeles the World Premiere of a new adaptation of Charles Dickens’ Nicholas Nickleby which garnered ‘Critic’s Pick’ in Backstage West and was named one of the ‘Top 10 Productions’ by Rave Magazine.   “Diversions and Delights,” reports Vivirito, “has been waiting for the perfect actor to come along to resurrect the personae of Oscar Wilde   I am truly thrilled that I waited for him.”   Vivirito found Hutchins Foster in Celebration Theatre’s acclaimed production of “Naked Will” in which Foster played muse to William Shakespeare in the guise of Oscar Wilde.
Outcast to Paris after his notorious trial and cruel incarceration for his sexual adventurousness, Wilde’s only recourse for income was to accept public speaking engagements. His appeal was undeniable, as most onlookers viewed him as a curiosity of decadence and debauchery, a Paris favorite.  “There will be no secrets here this evening.   You know perfectly well who I am.  You have come to see Oscar Wilde in the wicked flesh and here you have him.   If I appear to you to be less than The Prince of Darkness, have no misgivings, for I promise not to lead you astray into the paths of virtue”.  John Gay’s script creates a roller-coaster that soars in turns from insightful humor to deep felt emotion.  All of which remarkably speak to us now as though Oscar were commenting on present day events.

Oscar Wilde was author of such glorious social commentaries as Lady Windermere’s Fan, The Picture of Dorian Gray, and The Importance of Being Earnest, among many others, and has been called the “greatest self-consciously deliberate master of the Art of Conversation who has spoken the English language”.

Diversions and Delights will run Friday and Saturday evenings at 8 p.m. and Sunday evenings at 7 p.m. from March 2nd, 2007 through April 8th, 2007. RSVP today for our Opening Gala and special press meet-and-greet with award-winning stage and screen author John Gay after the opening performance on Friday, March 2nd !  The Ruby Theatre at The Complex, 6472 Santa Monica Blvd. Hollywood, CA 90038.  General Admission: $20. Cash only at the Box Office – ATM on premises.  RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED: 310-869-7546.    Valet Available.
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