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PRESS RELEASE                                                            February 2, 2010
Now Honored with                                            
Two LA Drama Critics Circle Nominations       Eight LA Weekly Award Nominations 

a Total of Eleven Ovation Award Nominations and Thirty Total StageSceneLA Commendations

“GO”, “WOW”, “PICK”, “A GEM”, “OVATION RECOMMENDED”:
CRITICS AND AUDIENCES CHEER UNANIMOUSLY FOR

HOW I LEARNED TO DRIVE!!!
Now through February 20th – The Production Company, under the direction of Artistic Director August Viverito has another unqualified hit in Paula Vogel’s “How I Learned to Drive”.  But don’t just listen to us, let’s let the critic’s speak for themselves:
Mayank Keshaviah of LA Weekly writes:

“GO …Director August Viverito finds the perfect balance between the emotion and humor in the text, all while choreographing the rapid scene changes seamlessly. Strapp and Youse are captivating in their pas de deux, subtly expressing powerful emotions, and the chorus members convincingly shift personas while enhancing the theatricality of the piece with their secondary function as transition markers and set movers. As has been its hallmark, this company tackles the challenge of mounting theatrical classics in a "closet," and once again succeeds admirably, especially with such an intimate piece.”

Amy Lyons reports in MyDailyFind.com:

"How I Learned to Drive is a gem of a production at The Chandler Studio Center.  Yet another show shines in the capable hands of The Production Company, the ambitious theatre group that doesn’t let their shoebox-sized playing space at The Chandler Studio Theatre inhibit their finely crafted work. …The play is a gem and director August Viverito treats it as such. Strapp and Youse are exquisite dance partners in this waltz of shame, each actor taking turns at breaking our hearts and making us look beyond the black and white. Youse taps into the guilt-ridden compulsions that drive the deeply damaged Peck, revealing a festering illness of mind and soul upon which we take pity. Strapp alternately slinks, flirts and lashes out, a bubbling cauldron of self-loathing and shame always swirling at her character’s core. Each member of the ensemble — Jennifer Sorenson, Allie Grant and Skip Pipo – does his or her spot-on part to complete the dysfunctional yet forgiving picture.”

Jose Ruiz of Reviewplays.com raves:

“PICK OF THE WEEK.  As director of this delicately balanced tale [August Viverito] guides his actors on a sojourn that can only be called inspired. In an exceptional performance, Joanna Strapp creates several portraits of Li’l Bit, taking her from an eleven year old to a full grown woman. David Youse has the unenviable task of making Uncle Peck real without vilifying him. Uncle Peck is a charismatic, likeable man, deeply troubled by his past and deadly afraid of the future. …Youse's subtle delivery only underscores the churning that must be festering inside his soul. …The small venue is perfect for the intimacy demanded by this story and Viverito's Spartan staging accentuates the tension within the characters. …The Production Company, no stranger to accolades, has opened the year with a powerful and dynamic presentation that should contend for honors when awards time comes around.”
Steven Stanley from StageSceneLA cheers:

“WOW!  The Production Company’s current revival is as superbly performed, directed, and designed as they get. Director August Viverito’s staging is stunning and his set design once again does wonders. As Uncle Peck, David Youse does masterful work and Joanna Strapp (Li’l Bit) proves herself one of our most gifted young actresses. All three Greek Chorus members (Skip Pipo, Allie Grant, Jennifer Sorenson) couldn’t be better. Vogel fans are sure to be raving about this one without reservations.”

Director August Viverito has guided his company to two LA Drama Critics Circle Award Nominations, eleven Ovation Award nominations and eight LA Weekly award nominations; many for ‘Best Play’, outstanding performances and direction.  Here has assembled yet another brilliant cast and crew including Ric Zimmerman as lighting designer, Ovation Award-winner Bob Blackburn as sound designer and T L Kolman as producer/assistant director.  Both mind-bending and entertaining, August and his team have rendered the play with humor and humanity, allowing its theatrical intensity and sensitivity to bloom.   HOW I LEARNED TO DRIVE at The Chandler is a production of this play that you must see.

HOW I LEARNED TO DRIVE

A Pulitzer Prize-winning play by Paula Vogel                                       Directed by August Viverito

Featuring

Joanna Strapp     David Youse     Allie Grant     Jennifer Sorenson     Skip Pipo

Assistant Directed by T L Kolman

Lighting Design by Ric Zimmerman        Sound Design by Bob Blackburn

through February 20th, 2010 - Fridays & Saturdays at 8 PM,  Sunday Matinees at 3 PM
Chandler Studio Theatre Center - 12443 Chandler Boulevard - North Hollywood, CA 91607

Tickets $25.  Charge your tickets at www.theprodco.com or 1-800-838-3006.   Cash only at the door.






