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August Viverito and T L Kolman, Artistic Directors
THE SURPRISING TALE OF

THE PRODUCTION COMPANY
The Agony, the Ecstasy, …and the Rest of the Story…

September 7,  2010… Hollywood, CA…
In the midst of our third successful season at the cozy Chandler Studio Theatre, The Production Company found themselves in an all-too familiar predicament: the karate studio next door needed more time and space—and so did they.  And the theatre’s lease term was up.  Lately, the karate classes next door had been getting considerably busier, meaning that there was simply no quiet time for the theatre beyond the three weekly performances.  Off-night readings, workshops, and added performances—something desperately needed given The Chandler’s limited seating capacity-were not possible..  “That’s not to say that our neighbors aren’t good people.” writes Artistic Director August Viverito, “They are.  We enjoyed successful, voluntary cooperation with them regarding our performance times for years now.”
Even considering that truce, some truths are self-evident: something had to give.  As many in the theatre community may recall, several years ago Interact’s North Hollywood space was converted into a karate studio, so TheProdCo’s management felt somewhat comforted by the fact that they were – albeit reluctantly - following in esteemed footsteps.  For Artistic Directors August Viverito and T L Kolman, there was some particular sadness in that the tiny black box theatre they had built held some wonderful attributes and memories—and loving ghosts.

And so, with the extension of our hit production of Amadeus chugging its way toward box office records, preparations to close The Chandler Studio Theatre began.  Adding to the irony of those last days, The Production Company had just received a very substantial grant from the county, bills were paid, and there’s money in the bank.
Yet, that day had arrived: The Company began to pack out.   Part of this task was the removal and sale of our theatre seats via Craigslist.  On August 24th, the Tuesday before closing, during a search to determine what the seats might sell for, destiny lead to an ad for a theatre for lease.  The Artistic Directors made two visits to the advertised space, presented building owners Joy Rinaldi and Jay Donohue with the company’s historical data and plan, and a lease was signed that Friday.   The Production Company had a new home: The Lex in Hollywood.
With that lightning-strike creating rejuvenated confidence that theatrical excitement will indeed continue from The Production Company, the group respectfully announces that The Chandler Studio Theatre in North Hollywood ended its 23-year-long career as a theatre space on August 31, 2010, and that The Production Company is currently proceeding with renovations and 2010-2011 season plans for our new home in Hollywood; the much larger The Lex Theatre at 6760 Lexington Avenue, in the heart of Hollywood’s Theatre Row District.

Over the past three years, we have been humbled and ever-grateful that ticket sales have grown substantially despite the down-turned economy.  We are mindful of the enormous contributions of so many artists, writers and patrons who have supported us along the way.  We promise to strive everyday to build a track record of quality and taste that speaks for itself, and we are confident that we are a company that knows how to manage the pennies.  Our style may occasionally seem brash, but we know that our success comes from the cumulative effect of the community at large, and we will not allow ourselves forget that fact.
Fellow Artistic Directors August Viverito and T L Kolman are determined to continue presenting bold, noteworthy productions.   In T L’s words, “It was time to grow anyway, and with this change, we are headed in the ideal direction”.
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AUGUST VIVERITO (Artistic Director) has produced 21 plays for The Production Company, yielding substantial acclaim for the group.  He directed the recent LA Times and Backstage “Critic’s Choice” production of Peter Shaffer’s Amadeus, Ovation Recommended productions of Michael Frayn’s Copenhagen and Paula Vogel’s Pulitzer Prize-winning How I Learned to Drive, Peter Shaffer’s Equus (Winner: Best Revival and Best Actor from the Los Angeles Drama Critics Circle, Winner: Best Revival from LA Weekly, as well as Ovation and additional nominations for Best Play and Best Director), Amadeus, Mrs Warren’s Profession (Two LA Weekly Award Nominations), Spring Awakening, The Eight: Reindeer Monologues, John Gay’s Diversions & Delights, and the world premiere of Nicholas Nickleby for The Production Company.  Mr. Viverito served as the Artistic Director for the Attic Theatre Ensemble, was on the Executive Board of The Knightsbridge Theatre, and was founder of The McCormick House Theatre back on the East Coast. He is currently also serving as Communications Manager for West Coast Ensemble. For the Attic, Mr. Viverito directed hit productions of the World Premiere of Richard Martin Hirsch’s Peripheral Vision, Backstage West ‘Critic’s Pick’ The Eight: Reindeer Monologues, and Studz Terkel/Stephen Schwartz/Nina Faso’s Musical Masterpiece Working. For other stages he has directed productions of The Rainmaker, Beautiful Bodies, Little Women, Godspell, Our Town, Jesus Christ, Superstar and many others including numerous original works. As a stage performer he has appeared in leading roles in many acclaimed productions including Assassins, Blood Brothers, Pippin, Merrily We Roll Along, How to Succeed In Business…,  and Sweet Charity.  

T L KOLMAN (Artistic Director) is a critically acclaimed actor, director and producer. Directing credits for The Production Company include the critically-acclaimed The Diviners, The Twilight of the Golds (StageSceneLA’s Outstanding Direction of a Play), Clear As Day, True Blue, and Scrub My Tub. Other directing credits include The Shadow Box (One of the Top Ten Plays of 2004), Agnes of God, and Ordinary People.  His producing credits include the world premiere of Nicholas Nickleby, Equus (Multiple Award-winner), Amadeus, Copenhagen, How I Learned to Drive, Sweeney Todd, M. Butterfly, Wit (Ovation Nomination, Best Play), Spring Awakening, In On It, A Good Smoke, Diversions & Delights, Dancing at Lughnasa, and Working. As an actor he most recently was seen in The Production Company’s Mrs. Warren's Profession and The Eight: Reindeer Monologues. Other favorite stage appearances include the world premiere of Buddies at Celebration Theatre, Sunday in the Park with George at West Coast Ensemble (Ovation Nomination, Best Musical), Insurrection:  Holding History, Medea, The Elephant Man, Love! Valour! Compassion! and Nicholas Nickleby.  He is best known for his role as the Xyrillian Engineer on Star Trek: Enterprise. Mr. Kolman can be heard as the singing voice of Ratha Sam on the CD recording of Cambodia: The Musical. He has served as Managing Director for the Attic Theatre & Film Center, and is a current member of West Coast Ensemble, AEA and SAG
THE COMPANY

THE PRODUCTION COMPANY @ THE LEX

6760 Lexington Avenue, Hollywood, CA 90038     -     310-869-7546
(One block north of Santa Monica Blvd. and one block east of Highland Avenue - in the heart of Hollywood’s Theatre Row District.)

THE PRODUCTION COMPANY’S 2009-2010 season: critically-acclaimed productions of SWEENEY TODD, HOW I LEARNED TO DRIVE, THE DIVINERS, COPENHAGEN, and Peter Shaffer’s smash-hit AMADEUS.
The Production Company is the recipient of 2 LA Drama Critics Circle Awards and an LA Weekly Theatre Award for 2009 with a total of 11 Ovation Award Nominations, 13 LA Weekly Award Nominations, 30 StageSceneLA Commendations, & a 2009 Best Season Commendation from LAStageBlog.  It is the resident theatre company at The Lex Theatre in Hollywood, and a 501c3 non-profit theatre organization.  Our humbling recognition includes numerous ‘Best Play’, ‘Best Director’, and ‘Best Actor’ nominations, many ‘Critic’s Pick’ designations, and a ‘Best Season’ commendation this past year.  The Company’s mission is to provide our community with highly thought-provoking, extraordinary performing arts experiences through live, Broadway-caliber performances of some of the world’s greatest, most engaging and most evocative plays.
FOR ALL PRESS INQUIRIES please contact T L Kolman at THE PRODUCTION COMPANY at 310-869-7546 or by e-mail at mail@theprodco.com or visit www.theprodco.com. 
